

August 5, 2024

Dr. Power
Fax#: 989-775-1640
RE: Walter Ballauer
DOB:  04/07/1946
Dear Dr. Power:
This is a followup for Mr. Ballauer with chronic kidney disease.  Last visit in February.  Chronic kidney disease from diabetic nephropathy, hypertension, and coronary artery disease with drug eluting stent, complications of coronary artery perforation, pericardial hemorrhage, pericardiocentesis, briefly on dialysis, has completed heart rehabilitation.  Cardiology has been adjusting medications.  He is presently off the Actos, off amlodipine, and off the Lasix.  Edema has improved down to 7 pounds over the last week.  He is careful with salt intake.  Denies vomiting, dysphagia, diarrhea, bleeding or changes in urination.  No cellulitis or ulcers.  Stable dyspnea.  No oxygen.  No orthopnea or PND.  Also off the Avapro.  Blood pressure at home in the 140s/80s.
Physical Examination:  Present weight 246 pounds.  Blood pressure by nurse was high 183/84.  He does not appear to be in any respiratory distress.  Lungs are clear.  No arrhythmia.  No pericardial rub.  There is obesity of the abdomen.  Today minimal edema.  Nonfocal.
Recent kidney ultrasound normal size without obstruction.  There was some degree of urinary retention at 153.

Labs:  Most recent chemistries.  Creatinine went up to 2.57, baseline being around 2.  Normal sodium, potassium and acid base.  Normal calcium.  Present GFR will be 25.
Assessment and Plan:  Progressive renal failure, presently stage IV.  Diabetic nephropathy, hypertension, some degree of urinary retention, normal size kidneys typical for diabetic nephropathy, prior *________* as indicated above.  I am confused about medications.  He states to be off diuretics, Actos, Norvasc as well as ARB Avapro.  We are going to repeat chemistries.  Dialysis is being done for symptoms and GFR less than 15.  We are trying to follow guy directed CHF and coronary artery disease medications, tailor for what his kidneys are able to handle.  He complains of urinary retention although I do not believe that explains all the symptoms.  Continue to follow.
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All above issues were discussed with the patient.  Education provided, questions answered to patient's satisfaction.  Patient verbalized understanding.

Sincerely,

JOSE FUENTE, M.D.
JF/vv
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